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Pas s ion, Youth, Experience: A New Voice for Sligo
Dear Resident,  

Let me introduce myself. My name is Blaine Gaffney and I have recently been 
appointed by the Fine Gael party as a ‘Local Area Representative’ for Sligo town. 

In a nutshell, I am just an ordinary, hard working young person from Sligo who 
is extremely passionate about trying to help our town and our community to 
improve as we go forward. Be it Sligo’s infrastructure, roads, broadband, 
tourism, housing, health services, attractiveness for foreign investment, 
parks and outdoor facilities and the many other vital public services 
which we are currently lacking, I am fully committed to fighting hard 
to help Sligo to develop to its potential in the future. 

I currently work closely on the ground in Sligo with Fine Gael T.D. 
for Sligo - Leitrim Tony McLoughlin and Mairead McGuinness 
MEP on many issues that effect the people of Sligo. To date I 
have a strong record of delivery on the hundreds of individual 
constituent problems I have been contacted about. So If you 
have any issues, do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Hard work, dedication and honesty are my strongest work 
qualities and I make no apology for saying that I will try my 
very best for you or your family on any issue which arises.

I am also a ‘Peace Commissioner for Co. Sligo and its 
neighbouring counties so should you need the services of a 
Peace Commissioner, do not hesitate to get in touch. 

On that basis, please have a read of this newsletter and 
if you have time, check out my new website and follow 
my social media accounts for greater information on 
my work in Sligo. 

I look forward to meeting you in person soon and if you 
need any assistance or have any concerns with regard 
to any local or national issues I am ready and willing to 
assist you and your family, so please do not hesitate to 
contact me.   

Thank you,

Sligo N4 Upgrade 
Announced

Sports Capital 
Funding

Dental Benefit 
Scheme Upgrades

New Bus Shelter 
for John Street
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Ireland West Knock Airport has established a unique 
new relationship with Stewart International Airport 
in New York. The aim of the partnership is to form a 
strategic alliance between the two airports in order to 
develop a cooperative partnership for the purpose of 
sharing market research data, relevant to developing air 
service between both airports.

“In my opinion, this is a major development for the 
region as a direct transatlantic flight would open up the 
entire Northwest and Sligo as its capital, for increased 
investment, jobs and tourism. “It really would be the kick 
start which the region needs to grow. “I look forward to 
this new transatlantic partnership developing and I hope 
that in the not to distant future, we will have a viable 
transatlantic connection on our doorsteps, just like has 
been developed between Stewart International Airport 
and Shannon in 2016.

In 2015 after the merging of Sligo County Council and Sligo Borough Council a decision was taken to cut the level of grants 
available to Residents associations in Sligo Town. For me this was decision which needs to be overturned and it is something I 
raise with elected officials at meetings. 

Annual community grants assisted our urban residents associations in the maintenance and up-keep of their green areas and as 
a result, many have since struggled to keep their green areas maintained in the years that have passed. 

It was confirmed to Deputy McLoughlin in the Dáil, that from Saturday 28th October 
2017, the PRSI Dental Benefit will now include a €45 payment towards a ‘Scale 
and Polish’ treatment in addition to the annual free dental exam. For the first time 
farmers and the self employed will be included in this scheme. This is just one aspect 
of Fine Gael’s policy of increasing the benefits we receive from our social insurance 
contributions.

After almost three years of continuous 
representations and lobbying of the NTA, Bus 
Éireann and JCDecaux, I was delighted to be able 
to work with Deputy McLoughlin and the road 
engineers in Sligo County County to help to deliver 
this new bus shelter to John Street. Up until now, 
a lot of elderly people were forced to stand in the 
rain and the cold whilst waiting for the bus on this 
popular Sligo town route. This will ensure that at 
the very least people can wait in a dry space.  Well done to all involved. 

It was announced in October 2017, by 
Deputy Tony McLoughlin, that funding 
for the €100 Million the Collooney - 
Castlebaldwin N4 road upgrade has been 
secured in ‘Budget 2018’ and works are 
expected to commence in 2019.  This 
14.7 KM road upgrade will be the biggest 
infrastructural investment in Sligo’s 
history and will open the region up to 
greater investment, jobs and tourists. 

In February 2017, I called on Sligo County Council 
and our local business organisations to begin the 
process of developing a free public wifi service for 
Sligo town. I believe that there are many benefits for a 
town from having a free public wifi service. For example, 
people could use the free wifi service to investigate which businesses 
are selling particular products in Sligo, they could google where to go 
to eat or where to visit to when seeking to view historic sites. It would 
be particularly of benefit to International tourists visiting Sligo, who are 
often too afraid to use their own personal phones in Ireland due to the 
high cost of roaming charges. It could also help them with translating 
languages in shops and cafes in Sligo and allow skype conversations 
home to friends and relatives. 

In September, it was announced by Sligo County Council that it intends 
to apply for funding for this EU scheme in 2018 after the preparatory 
works for this service have been conducted by the Sligo BID company. 
I warmly welcome this development and look forward to the service 
being delivered. 

In October we organised 
a ‘Coffee Morning’ in 
support of the North 
West Hospice. We 
were delighted with the 
response and in space 
of two hours we raised 
€700. 

Knock Airport Establishing links 
with New York Airport is Good 
News for Sligo

Sligo’s Residents Associations Community Grant Funding should be Increased

Dental Benefit Scheme Upgraded

New Bus Shelter for John Street

Sligo N4 Upgrade Gets the 
€100 Million Green Light

Public WIFI Service for Sligo Town

Coffee 
Morning in 
Support of 
North West 
Hospice Sligo
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€1.1 Million was allocated to 14 towns and villages throughout Sligo for enhancement works, including €80,000 for Strandhill 
- Ransboro for signage and digital media projects, €70,400 for Carraroe for carpark facilities, public lighting and a greenway, 
and €80,000 for Rosses Point for new signage, a new website and new hub. Well done to all involved in the communities that 
have received this funding in 2017. 

After conducting a survey 
which over 500 people 
signed in support, there is 
now clear and unequivocal 
evidence for the need 
for a pillar bank in Sligo 
to establish a dedicated 
ATM banking service on 
the Castle Street - Pearse 
Road side of Sligo town.

Basically, as it is, it’s a risk 
to go to this side of town 
if you need to access 
cash, as the current cash 
dispenser options in this 
area, are either often ‘Out 
of Order’, ‘Out of Service’ or are not accessible when the shops that they 
are located in close to the public. When this happens, people have to walk 
to Permanent TSB, Ulster Bank or Bank of Ireland on the other side of town 
just to get their money out. I have been advised this gets very repetitive, 
especially when people who work on this side of town often only have one 
hour for their lunch breaks. 

I have received correspondence from interested businesses on this side 
of town who would be able to facilitate an ATM and I now believe that our 
banks need to take action on this issue. 

The National Minimum Wage will rise 30c per hour from 
January 2018. This change will bring the Minimum Wage 
in Ireland to €9.55, or an additional €624 per year for 
full time workers on the minimum wage. Over 120,000 
workers will benefit nationally from the increase.

I was appointed as a Peace Commissioner for Co. Sligo and its neighbouring countries by the Minister for Justice and Equality Frances Fitzgerald T.D. in November 2016. A Peace Commissioner is an honorary position in the Republic of Ireland which has special powers. A Peace Commissioner is primarily used to issue summons and warrants, witness signatures on documents, take statutory declarations and sign certificates and orders. Get in touch with me via email or mobile if you need the services of a Peace Commissioner. 

Since Graduating from Queens University Belfast, I have been lucky enough to have been hired to work at both the House of the 
Oireachtas in Dublin and at the European Parliament in Brussels in two senior positions. This career path began back in 2013 
when Mairead McGuinness offered me a position with her office during the build up to the 2014 European Elections. Working with 
Mairead in a personal capacity was a great experience and I most defiently learned about EU legislation and how the European 
Parliament operates and effects our lives here in Sligo. 

I currently work as a Parliamentary Assistant to Sligo - Leitrim Fine Gael T.D., Tony McLoughlin in Sligo. This is a very enjoyable 
but challenging role which enables me to deal first hand with many ranging issues which arise across the Constituency along 
with assisting the Deputy with parliamentary functions.   My proudest career achievement to date in politics has been my 
role in working behind the scenes on developing anti fracking legislation with Deputy Tony McLoughlin and local community 
organisations in Sligo and Leitrim and helping to achieve its political passage through both Dáil and Seanad Éireann to become 
Irish Law. In what was a very rare occasion in Leinster House, this piece of legislation was successfully supported by all parties in 
the Oireachtas and it was ultimately signed into Irish Law by the President of Ireland in June 2017. Its passage showed the power 
of a dedicated politician who was willing to take risks for the betterment of our community.  

€1.1 Million allocated to 14 towns and villages throughout Sligo

500 People Wanted dedicated ATM service on 
Castle Street - Pearse Road Side of Sligo

Minimum Wage Increase from 
January 2018

Sligo’s Newest Peace Commissioner

Working in Politics With Mairead McGuinness MEP and Tony McLoughlin TD
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Local Area Representative

Working with your local team

Model Arts Centre, The Mall 071 9141405
Sligo Champion 071 9169222
Sligo Weekender 071 9174900
Ocean FM 071 9118100
Citizens Information 076 1076390
H. S. E. Markievicz House 071 9155100
H. S. E. Manorhamilton 071 9855123
Gardaí (Pearse Road, Sligo) 071 9157000
Sports and Recreation Partnership 071 9161511
Irish Water 1890 278 278
Tony McLoughlin TD Office 071 9110011
Mairead McGuinness MEP 041 6854633
Sligo Leader Partnership Office 071 9141138
Sligo Bus Station 071 9160066
Sligo Train Station  071 9169888
Blaine Gaffney 083 1335095
Gas Networks Ireland 1850 205050
Hawk’s Well Theatre  071 9161518 

Coolera Strandhill GAA Club New Club House €62,000

Cleveragh Recreation Park  Jogging and Cycle Ways  €44,000

Cleveragh Recreation Park  New Tennis Court  €33,000
and MUGA Pitch  

Sligo Rugby Club New Dressing Rooms €78,000

Sligo Sports and  Tandem Bikes €9,500
Recreation Partnership

Strandhill Community Park  Outdoor Gym €29,500

Strandhill Golf Club  Course Development €43,000

Useful Sligo Telephone Numbers

I am always eager to encourage people between 
the ages of 16 to 35 to join Young Fine Gael in Sligo 
and to take part. If you or somebody you know 
might be interested in joining please get in touch 
with me. 

February 3rd/4th France v Ireland Sat 4.45

February 10th/11th Ireland v Italy Sat 2.15

February 23rd/24th Ireland v Wales Sat 2.15

March 10th/11th Ireland v Scotland Sat 2.15

March 17th  England v Ireland Sat 2.45

Want to Join YFG in Sligo?

IRELAND’S 
SIX NATIONS FIXTURES

I am a dedicated and die hard Sligo Rovers fan and I would strongly 
encourage anyone who enjoys the game of football to come out and 
support the ‘Bit O’ Red’ next season if you haven’t done so this year. 
The Showgrounds has a warm, family friendly atmosphere that is full 
of excitement and passion. It’s the prefect way to spend a Saturday 
night. ‘Season Tickets’ can be purchased at the club ground. Visit www.
sligorovers.com for more information.  

I was delighted to hear from Deputy 
McLoughlin that €122,000 has 
been allocated to Sligo Libraries in 
Government funding in support of 
the introduction of the Governments 
new library strategy, Libraries Ireland 
2018-2022. This is great news for 
all involved with the library in Sligo 
town.  This funding announced today 
will help to supplement existing 
resources in our libraries including the book-stock relevant to business 
people and jobseekers. It will also improve ICT facilities and provide new 
spaces for users to seek information, work, meet and collaborate and it will 
support the purchase of book-stock for children and family reading.  The 
ultimate goal here is to support our library to grow and increase its users. 

In December 2017, €850,000 was announced by Deputy Tony McLoughlin 
and Minister for Sport Brendan Griffen for 30 sporting clubs and local 
organisations in Sligo. Included in this funding was the following local clubs 
and organisations. Well done to all club officers who worked on these 
successful applications.  

Sligo Rovers

€122,000 for Sligo Libraries

Sligo - Strandhill Sports Capital Allocations
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